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Message from the AAVI President – 

Paul Coussens 
  

 
 

As the incoming AAVI President for 2012, I 
have the distinct honor of carrying on in service to 
the field of veterinary immunology and in serving 
with such a dedicated group of scientists.  I also 
have the privilege of expanding and enhancing 
efforts put in place under Gary Splitter, the 2011 
AAVI president.   These efforts culminated in the 
strong support of AAVI by the American 
Association of Immunologists (AAI).  AAVI 
received significant financial support from AAI in 
2011, providing funds for both the distinguished 
Veterinary Immunologist Award and the 
AAVI/AAI graduate student awards at the 
Conference for Research Workers in Animal 
Disease (CRWAD) Meeting.  The AAVI Board also  

 

 
 
has implemented or suggested changes to the 
structure of AAVI that should make our 
organization stronger and better able to serve the 
veterinary immunology community.  These include 
separating the position of Secretary/Treasurer into 
two separate positions, recognizing the significant 
work the former dual position required from one 
individual.  As our 35th anniversary approaches, the 
board has also launched a membership drive with a 
goal of having over 300 members by the end of 
2012.  We ask for help from each of you in reaching 
this goal.  I would encourage all AAVI members to 
recruit new hires to their departments or 
universities, post-doctoral fellows, and students to 
join AAVI this year.  If each current member 
succeeded in signing up only two individuals, we 
would surpass the board’s goal.  This in turn would 
bolster our representation in the field and secure 
AAVI for the next 35 years. 

I would also like to encourage AAVI members 
to consider membership in our sister organization, 
the AAI 
(http://www.aai.org/Membership/Join.html).  AAI 
membership comes with deep discounts in 
registration for the annual AAI meeting, access to 
the Journal of Immunology, and many additional 
opportunities for student awards and education.  
AAI also maintains a presence in the halls of 
congress and will undoubtedly be a significant 
source of support in our work to enhance funding 
for animal health.  The 2012 AAI meeting will be 
held May 4th-8th in Boston, MA 
(http://www.Immunology2012.org/).  The 2013 
100th Anniversary meeting will be May 3rd-7th in 
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Honolulu, HI.  These meetings are generally packed 
with the latest developments in all areas of 
immunology and host the AAVI/AAI-VIC 
symposium on veterinary immunology.  This year’s 
theme for the AAVI/AAI-VIC Symposium is 
“Contemporary Issues in Zoonotic Diseases”.  A 
more complete description of this symposium 
appears inside this Newsletter. 

USDA funding for animal health related 
science remains relatively low and competition for 
funding stays extremely keen.  As a panel manager 
for the USDA-NIFA animal health program in 
2011, I can attest to the fact that a great many 
excellent grants go unfunded because there simply 
is not enough money to go around.  However, there 
is one bright spot and I would encourage all AAVI 
members that have not already done so to 
investigate the USDA-NIFA Fellowships program.  
In 2011, USDA expects to award approximately 
$12 million in both pre- and post-doctoral 
fellowships through this program.  In 2013, 
approximately $6 million is expected to be 
available.  Support for our next generation of 
scientists is one area that has been extremely hard 
hit by recent budget woes and this program offers 
an unparalleled opportunity to re-gain some of that 
support. 

This year, in conjunction with the AAVI 
board I will work to have the AAVI web site 
brought up to date and enhanced.  Dr. Kevin 
Lahmers from Washington State University has 
graciously volunteered to work on the AAVI web 
site.  We hope to expand content, enhance the 
overall experience, make information easier to find, 
and provide continuous updates on meetings and 
AAVI activities.  I would appreciate receiving 
feedback and suggestion from AAVI members 
during this process. 

In closing, I wish to acknowledge the work 
and support of the AAVI officers including Gary 
Splitter (University of Wisconsin-Madison) as past-
president, Carol Chitko-McKown (USDA-ARS) as 
president-elect, Susan Eicher as vice-president, 
Gina Pighetti (University of Tennessee), as 
Treasurer, and Matt Sylte (University of Georgia) as 
our new Secretary.  The current AAVI board 
members at large are: Laurel Gershwin (University 
of California-Davis), Lorraine Sordillo (Michigan 
State University), Philip Griebel (Vaccine and 

Infectious Disease Organization), and Matt Sylte.  
As always, Ron Schultz has done an amazing job as 
Chair of the Fund Raising Committee, keeping our 
corporate sponsors up to date and interacting with 
them on AAVI’s behalf.  Susan Eicher has done an 
amazing job on the newsletter, helping to keep us 
all informed and connected.  Laura Miller continues 
to organize and lead the ever-important AAVI 
Student Awards Program, now jointly supported by 
the AAI.  I would also like to thank Isis Mularky for 
her years as the main organizer of the immunology 
section at the annual CRWAD meeting.  As a past 
organizer, I know full well how much work this 
event takes to be successful each year! 
 

2011 Distinguished Veterinary 
Immunologist Awarded to:     

 Dr. Patricia Shewen 
 

 
 
Dr. Shewen (far right) receives the 2011 DVI award 
from Dr. Laurel Gershwin (AAVI representative) and 
AAI representatives Jennifer Woods and John Emerich. 

 
Secretary/Treasurer’s Note 

 
The AAVI annual meeting was again held at Bucca 
De Beppo’s.  This venue resulted in a delicious 
lunch and great camaraderie for nearly 50 
participants. 
 

AAVI Dec 2011 Business Luncheon and 
Secretary / Treasurer Report Jan., 2012 

by Gina Pighetti 
I enjoyed seeing everyone at the business luncheon 
this past December in Chicago!  Just one shy of 50, 
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we had a great luncheon at Bucca de Beppo’s 
getting to know each other better and share some of 
the events happening within AAVI.   The business 
highlights include: 

• The greater involvement of the American 
Association of Immunologists who helped 
support the Distinguished Veterinary 
Immunologist award and each of the Student 
awards at the CRWAD meetings this year.   

• Approval of the by-laws changes distributed by 
email and outlined in the Fall 2011 newsletter.  
The members in attendance approved the 1) 
striking of Section 3 Article V which required 
the Secretary-Treasurer be bonded and 2) 
revising of Section 5 Article V to state: 
“Secretary-treasurer and/or another designated 
member of the board of the association are 
authorized to sign checks for the Association”.   

• The upcoming banking change.  Funds will be 
transferred from a local bank to a national bank 
that can be accessed from multiple locations.  
This will allow a second member of the 
organization to be authorized to sign checks on 
behalf of AAVI.  Additionally, this will 
minimize transition pains when a new treasurer 
comes on board. 

• Separating the duties of secretary and treasurer.   
The secretary-treasurer is the hub of the 
organization and requires a fair amount of busy 
work.  To better distribute these responsibilities, 
the board has selected to separate the secretary 
and treasurer positions.  Matt Sylte (University 
of Georgia) was appointed as secretary by the 
outgoing president, Gary Splitter, to serve in this 
role for the upcoming year.  During this time, we 
will work on an effective distribution of 
responsibilities.  The addition of a secretary 
position will be an elected position and proposed 
as a formal change to the bylaws and will be 
included in the fall newsletter. 

• The now past-president, Gary Splitter, established 
a five person membership committee to be 
chaired by the appointed secretary.  As such, 
Matt Sylte will be chair.  Laurel Gershwin, Ron 
Schultz, Laura Miller, and John Lippolis have 
volunteered to be members of this committee.   

Although not mentioned at the meeting, a big 
THANK YOU to Kevin Lahmers (Washington 
State University) who has graciously offered to help 
with our AAVI website!  Also, our appreciation 
goes out to Chris Davies (University of Utah) who 
has helped with the website over the past several 
years and Chris Minion (Iowa State) who has hosted 
the domain.   
Also, I would be remiss without saying that we are 
a membership-based organization.  We need your 
help and active membership to help support 
students, speakers, and symposia to provide our 
members with the latest developments in veterinary 
immunology. 

As of December 2010 – we have 184 members 
in our organization.  To those who have remained 
current in their dues payments – a great big thank 
you!  We use these funds to provide graduate 
student presentation awards at CRWAD each year, 
as well as provide funds to help support speakers at 
the AAVI-AAI/VIC symposium held in conjunction 
with AAI each year and the AAVI-ACVM 
symposium held during CRWAD in December.  
The ability to support these efforts is becoming 
tougher each year with rising costs.  We want to be 
able to continue our work in these areas as they 
provide a valuable role in rewarding our young 
scientists and providing the most recent knowledge 
from experts in the field.  However, we need help.  
If you have not paid your dues recently, please do 
so.  With the use of Google checkout, the process is 
online – no checks required.  If you prefer to write a 
check, no worries, we still accept those as well.  
Also, please consider, we are designated as a 
501(c)(3) charitable organization, making donations 
is tax deductible. With that in mind, we have 
generated separate categories to allow individuals to  
donate extra funds towards specific areas they feel 
are important.  These include: the Jeanne Burton  
Memorial Fund, Graduate Student Awards, AAVI-
ACVM symposium, and the AAVI-AAI/VIC 
symposium.  All information can be found on our 
website: www.theaavi.org.  If you have questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.   As always, 
we greatly appreciate your participation in our 
organization!  
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AAVI/AAI-VIC Joint Symposium at 
Immunology 2012 

 
By Paul Coussens 
 
 Plans for the American Association for 
Immunology Veterinary Immunology Committee 
(AAI-VIC)/AAVI symposium are moving along.  
This symposium will be part of the AAI regular 
meeting to be held May   4th-8th, 2012 in Boston 
Massachusetts.  This year the AAI-VIC/AAVI 
symposium will focus on “Immunology of Zoonotic 
Diseases”.  Confirmed speakers as of this writing 
include Dr. Sabra Klein of the Bloomberg School of 
Public Health at Johns Hopkins University, Robert 
Heinzen from the Laboratory of intracellular 
parasites at the Rocky Mountain Laboratory, and 
Karen Elkins from the Laboratory of Mycobacterial 
Diseases and Cellular Immunology, CBER, US 
Food and Drug Administration.  Dr. Klein’s 
research focuses on immune responses to influenza 
and hantaviruses, as well as on sex-related 
differences in the response to vaccination.  Dr. 
Klein has recently published on the role 17β-
estradiol plays in suppressing influenza-mediated 
inflammation and on the impact sex, gender, and 
pregnancy played in 2009 H1N1 disease.  Dr. 
Heinzen works on Coxiella burnetii and Q-fever 
and has recently published reviews on the genetic 
manipulation of obligate intracellular bacteria and 
rescue of Coxiella burnetii from host cells.  Dr. 
Elkins’ research topics include vaccines against 
tularemia and intracellular bacteria.  Recent 
publications from Dr. Elkins laboratory have 
explored the role of CD4-CD8 double-negative T 
cells during infection with F. tularensis and the role 
of NK cells in controlling growth of F. tularensis.  
This symposium promises to be of strong general 
interest and should be a significant addition to the 
already outstanding AAI regular meeting. 
 

2012 AAVI Mini-Symposium 
 
Plans are underway for a mini-symposium entitled 
“Agricultural Species as Immunological Models in 
Veterinary and Biomedical Research”.  Watch for 
complete details in the fall newsletter.  A special 
VII issue is planned around this topic.  Anyone with 

research in this area is invited to submit manuscripts 
for this special issue.  
 

2011 AAVI Student Presentation 
Competition at CRWAD  

By Laura Miller, Chair, AAVI Awards Committee 
 

The 2011 AAVI Student Presentation Competition 
was held during the 92nd annual meeting of 
CRWAD, December 4-6, in Chicago, Illinois. 
Twenty-three students participated in the oral (13 
contestants) and poster (10 contestants) categories. 
The presenters represented Mexico, Kenya, China 
and 12 universities within the United States. A 
broad range of research topics in veterinary 
immunology were covered, however, cattle were the 
predominant species studied accounting for 10 out 
of the 23 presentations! Pigs were second in 
predominance (6) followed by horses (5) and 
poultry (2). At least three judges were assigned to 
judge each contestant, and the three presentations in 
each category earning the highest overall scores 
captured the awards. The winners for 2012 (abstract 
number, name, affiliation, and presentation title) are 
as follows: 
 
1st Oral presentations - $500 and AAVI 
membership for 2012 
# 113, Nicole Behrens, UC Davis, CA. "T 
regulatory cells and IgE are inversely correlated in 
horses vaccinated with viral vaccines." 
 
2nd Oral presentations - $250 and AAVI 
membership for 2012 
# 126, Sarah Mattmiller, Michigan State 
University, MI. "Selenoproteins alter eicosanoid 
biosynthesis in macrophages." 
 
3rd Oral presentations - $100 and AAVI 
membership for 2012 
125, Xavier Revelo, University of Missouri, MO. 
"Impaired capacity of neutrophils to produce 
reactive oxygen species, release extracellular traps 
and express genes encoding for cytokines may 
contribute to altered immune function in 
periparturient dairy cows." 
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1st Poster presentations -$350 and AAVI 
membership for 2012 
065P, Lakshmi Sunkara, Oklahoma State 
University, OK. "Modulation of antimicrobial Host 
defense peptide gene expression by free fatty acids." 
 
2nd Poster presentations - $150 and AAVI 
membership for 2012 
063P, John Schwartz, University of 
Minnesota,MN. "The porcine antibody repertoire 
and its response to PRRSV infection." 
 
3rd Poster presentations - $75 and AAVI 
membership for 2012 
071P, Lydia Siebert, University of Tennessee, TN. 
"Expression of CXCR1 and CXCR2 in bovine 
mammary tissue." 

Pictured are: Jennifer Woods and John Emerich (AAI, 
membership representatives); Laura Miller (AAVI 
student awards chair); Lydia Siebert, University of 
Tennessee; Lakshmi Sunkara, Oklahoma State 
University; Nicole Behrens, UC Davis, CA;  Sarah 
Mattmiller, Michigan State University; and Xavier 
Revelo, University of Missouri. 
 
Once again, this competition would not be 
possible without the support of the AAVI 
membership, board, and especially our fine judges 
2011 -- Drs. Carol Chitko-McKown, Susan Eicher, 
Katherine Petersson, Tracy Nicholson, Mini 
Bharathan, and Laurel Gershwin. 
 
Please note, new rule for 2012: entrance into the 
AAVI Student Presentation Competition at 
CRWAD requires the student and/or mentor to be 
an AAVI member in good standing (as defined by 
dues paid in the last 3 years). 
 
 
 
 

 
Membership in AAVI 

 
By Ron Schultz, Chair 
 
AAVI Members, 

This being the 30th anniversary of AAVI, we are 
requesting that each member recruit two to three 
new members so that our membership will reach a 
minimum of 300 for our 30th year.  

 
 Also, we continue to recruit Corporate 
Members.  Current corporate members are 
Boerhinger Ingelheim, Marck Animal Health, 
Merial, and Pfizer Animal Health.  All AAVI 
members should thank them for their support. Any 
AAVI member that has a friend, former student, 
spouse, or whatever that is employed by a company 
that could be convinced they should join AAAVI 
(Corporate Dues are $1500).  Please let me know if 
you want us to contact them. Thank you all for your 
assistance with Fund Raising for AAVI. 
 
  The Jeanne Burton fund which provides funds 
to enables graduate students to participate in the 
scientific camaraderie and fellowship of the 
immunology group on Monday night has a tax 
deductible 501 (c) (3) designation.   
 
R.D. Schultz 
First President of AAVI 

 
U.S. Veterinary Immune Reagent 

Network (US VIRN) Progress and Plans 
 

PI: Cynthia Baldwin 
University of Massachusetts Amherst 
 
Updates of the recent work by the U.S. Veterinary 
Immune Reagent Network are available on the 
website: http://www.umass.edu/vetimm/. Please 
visit to see the progress.  
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Upcoming Meeting Announcements 

 
American Association of Immunologists (AAI) annual 
meeting.  May 14, 2012 is in Boston, MA.  Sessions are 
at the Hynes Convention Center. 
http://www.immunology2012.org 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Society for Leukocyte Biology (SLB), 45th 
annual meeting will be a 100 year 
celebration  from October 28-30, 2012 in 
Maui, Hawaii – at the Grand Wailea. Theme:  
“Inflammation in Innate and Adaptive 
Immune Mechanisms”  
For program information visit 
http://www.leukocytebiology.org 

 
Conference for Research Workers in Animal 
Diseases (CRWAD), December 3-4, 2012, Chicago 
Marriott Downtown Magnificent Mile. 
http://www.cvmbs.colostate.edu/mip/crwad/index.htm 


